
After years of residing in California, Anna Ward found 
a leafy plot in England to build her classic house

Country style
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no.1
S I T T I N G  R O O M

Interior designer Lisette chose a 
mix of fabrics, including stripes, 

patterns and plains, in similar 
tones to ensure they work 

together harmoniously.
Large William lV sofa, £3,590, David 
Seyfried; covered in Bryce fabric in 
Stone Green, £90m, Colefax and 

Fowler. Try the Garrat coff ee table, 
£465, Laura Ashley. Similar large 

green lamp base, £325, Wicklewood 

T H E  P R O P E R T Y
Detached new build
L O C AT I O N  Essex
R O O M S  Sitting room, dining 
room, kitchen/breakfast room, 
study, utility room, cloakroom, 
four bedrooms (two en suite), 
dressing room, bathroom
P U R C H A S E D  Plot bought 
in 2017; house completed in 2021
P R E V I O U S  P R O P E R T Y
‘I lived in a detached house in 
California,’ says Anna.

H O M E  T R U T H S
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Every detail in the elegant home of Anna Ward 
has been crafted with a thoughtful, timeless 
quality. It’s hard to believe that this generously 
proportioned new build, with its unobtrusive, 

but noticeable luxury, doesn’t date from the last century.
Anna had lived and worked in California for 30 years 

but a few years ago, the time felt right to come back to 
England to spend more time with her family. She bought  
a plot of land to build her forever home, but the distance 

meant she couldn’t do the interior design work herself,  
so a trusted architect was imperative, as was the decision 
to work with highly recommended interior designer 
Lisette Voûte of Lisette Voûte Designs who literally 
brought her vision to life.

Anna was keen to create an English country home 
reflecting the rural setting of the house with the added 
panache of breezy, Californian living. She’d seen Lisette’s 
portfolio and loved her taste and when they talked, Lisette 

H A L LWAY
The crisp architectural lines are 
softened by an antique rug and 

a stunning floral display.
Bespoke table, Lisette Voûte 
Designs. Safavieh handmade 

oriental wool rug , £312, 
Overstock, is similar
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K I T C H E N
The bronze three-light pendant adds 

just the right amount of glamour to 
this pared-down scheme, while the 

boarded ceiling brings a contrasting, 
old-world charm.

Bespoke stools, Lisette Voûte Designs; 
covered in Ashfield in Teal, £73m, 

Linwood. Quoizel Emery three-light 
weathered brass bar pendant, £527,  

Kes Lighting & Home

D E S I G N  T I P  ‘Traditional elements, such as panelling, beams and sash 
windows, make the new house feel like it has old bones,’ says Lisette
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B R E A K F A S T  A R E A
Lisette designed this cosy nook for 
informal dining using rattan chairs 

to create a relaxed vibe. Pretty 
cushions in an array of fabrics add 

to the comfortable setting.  
Bespoke table, Lisette Voûte Designs. 

Rattan dining chairs, £700 each, 
Arteslonga. Lampshade in Blue 

Wicker, from £110, Fermoie
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immediately understood Anna’s idea of English country 
living injected with an American aesthetic. ‘I produced 
detailed mood boards with photographs, fabrics and 
colours for each room and this really helped to direct the 
overall style,’ recalls Lisette.

Large sash windows to ensure natural light, generous 
cornicing and high skirtings complete the structural 
detail with Lisette’s discerning choice of colours, fabrics 
and furnishings creating the final look. The architect 

designed the double-height hallway with a lovely roof light 
and Lisette complemented her idea with panelling in the  
space to cover the large expanse of wall. She suggested 
using it throughout the house, including the kitchen,  
and boarding some of the ceilings to add a traditional 
element, depth and texture. ‘For me, this is one of the key 
features which has undoubtedly captured the spirit of a 
timeless look,’ enthuses Lisette.

A cool backdrop of crisp whites and clean taupes 

E N  S U I T E
Two coral prints echo the blue 

on the walls in the hallway, 
creating a sense of continuity.   

Set of two blue coral framed 
pictures, £62, Graham and 

Green. Toulouse freestanding 
bath, from £3,610.50, Victoria + 

Albert Baths
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layered with subtly placed bold colours, and Anna’s love of 
blue, has created a calm, tranquil home. Plush sofas in soft 
colours, stripes and patterns add to the feeling of relaxed 
luxury. ‘Burnt orange in the study, dusty pink and 
raspberry red in the guest bedrooms and bold green lamps 
in the sitting room help to balance the look, making it 
warm and cosy yet fresh and airy,’ explains Lisette. 

Lisette sourced everything for the house, apart from 
Anna’s personal possessions, and her choice of antique 

and new furniture, vintage rugs for softness underfoot 
and carefully curated artwork has culminated in a 
collected look rather than a brand new show home. 
‘There’s a simplicity and understated luxury to the house 
that’s hard to achieve but so easy to live with,’ says Lisette. 

Despite working with Anna from a distance, Lisette’s 
attention to detail and understanding of her brief has 
resulted in an elegantly proportioned home with a 
charming sophistication that’s a joy to live in. 

M A I N  B E D R O O M
Anna’s favourite colour, blue, has 

been used throughout the scheme. 
Silk wallpaper adds depth and 

helps reflect light around the room. 
Bespoke silk wallcovering, James 

Hare. Headboard in Lanark Plaid in 
Old Blue, £130m, Colefax and Fowler. 
Gannet table lamp, £550, I&JL Brown, 

has a similar look. Bedside table, 
£789, Chelsea Textiles
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